




The Best Ball
Aiden’s Great Adventure with Grandpa Bob

Written by

Robert William Schmieder,

Also known as “Grandpa Bob”



For

Aiden Kristopher Koistinen
It is my sincere hope that this book 
will remind you of the magic and 

power of your imagination.

I will always treasure the adventure 
so briefly captured here.



Ball!

Aiden knows about many kinds of 
balls.



Balls are round.

Balls can 
be held 

and 
played 
with.



A basketball can be thrown.

Throw the basketball in the basket!



A beach ball bounces.

Bounce the beach ball!



Footballs are kicked.

Kick the football!

Soccer balls are also kicked.

Kick the soccer ball!



Baseballs are hit with a bat.

Hit the baseball!



Bowling balls roll.

Roll the bowling ball!

Strike!



These balls are hit with a stick.

Baseball

?
Tennis racquet

Golf ball

?

Pool cue

Tennis ball

?
Golf club

Cue ball

?

Baseball bat

Which stick hits which ball?



Some things are nearly round 
and can be played with…

Pear
Lime

Apple

Orange Orange peel
Grapes

…but they are not balls.



Some things are very big 
and round…

 The moon       The Earth

 The sun

…but they are not balls.



Some things are not quite round…

   Hair ball

Cotton balls

Bucky ball

…and they are not balls.



Grandpa Bob and Aiden went to a 
special store.

Aiden found a very special ball…

…and Grandpa Bob got it for him.



Aiden dropped his special ball.

To his surprise,
it bounced over his head!



Aiden put his ball in the grass.

He was surprised when 
the ball turned green!

When he picked up the ball,
it was still green!



Aiden put the green ball in some 
purple flowers…

…and it turned purple…

…but Aiden was not surprised.



Aiden put the ball in different places.

In each place the ball changed.



Aiden rubbed the ball with his hand.

The ball became spotted.



Aiden threw the ball very fast.

Then he threw it even faster!



When Aiden 
left the ball 
out in the 
rain, it got 
many sharp 
points all 
over it.

But when Aiden 
brought the ball 

back into the 
house and dried it 

off, the ball 
returned to its 
nice, smooth 
round shape.



Grandpa Bob helped Aiden draw the 
letter “A” on the ball.

“A” stands for 
Aiden, and that 

means that this is 
Aiden’s ball.

Aiden decided that 
this ball is the

BEST 
BALL!



Who is “Grandpa Bob”?
I am extraordinarily lucky––I have six 

grandchildren. Sadly, most of us live too far apart, 
scattered around the world really, to have as much 
time together as I would like. But that doesn’t prevent 
me from enjoying many adventures that we could have 
together if only we lived next door. This book 
captures, ever so briefly, one such virtual adventure I 
had with Aiden. The story describes his fascination 
with balls, what balls do, and what balls can do if you 
have a good imagination. Our adventure starts when 
we go to a special store and find a rather magical ball, 
which Aiden eventually dubs his “Best Ball”. I hope 
this story will give you an idea of how exciting this 
was for us, and how important balls are to Aiden.

When I was not having adventures with Aiden, I 
earned a living as a physicist. I studied the structure of atoms, how light bounces 
around collections of mirrors, how to make new elements in an accelerator, how 
atoms can be torn into pieces, what happens when a laser beam passes through a 
crystal, how a laser can make a spark, how a radioactive atom can tear a 
molecule apart and make it give off light, how a flame makes soot, how a bunch 
of simple objects can get together to do really complicated things, how to make a 
flat screen color TV, and how to use nanotechnology to make a computer that 
would be better than any computer that has ever been built.

When I wasn’t busy with these activities, I did a lot of traveling, on all seven 
continents. I have been to Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Egypt, Ecuador, the 
Galapagos Islands, Indonesia, Israel, Mexico, all 50 States, and nearly every 
country in Europe. For many years, I organized and led expeditions to very 
remote places in the ocean, especially exploring underwater islands. One of 
these, Cordell Bank, became a national marine sanctuary, and another was 
eventually named Schmieder Bank. I took expeditions to some famous places, 
including Peter I Island and Heard Island in Antarctica, Easter Island, and Kure 
Atoll (at the end of the Hawaiian Island chain). On these expeditions we 
discovered many new species of organisms; three animals and one plant that we 
discovered were named after me. 

I like to write, and so far I have published about 100 technical papers and 
fourteen books, including one for each of my grandchildren. All this is well and 
good, but perhaps you’ll discover, as I did, that life is mostly about family and 
friends, and that’s what this book is about.
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